
Infant

•	 Baby	Dance	by Ann Taylor

•	 Baby	Face	Smile	by Roberta Grobel Intrater

•	 Animal	Noises by Stephen Cartwright

•	 Baby	Colors	by Dorling Kindersley Publishing

•	 It’s	Raining,	It’s	Pouring	by Kin Eagle

•	 The	Itsy	Bitsy	Spider by Iza Trapani

•	 The	Silly	Shapes	Series	by Sophie Fatus

•	 I	Can	by Helen Oxenbury

• Happy	Baby	Friends	by Priddy Bicknell

• Shake,	Shake,	Shake by Andrea & Brian Pinkney

Toddler	

•	 My	Family	by Debbie Bailey

•	 Big	Red	Barn	by Margaret Wise Brown

•	 Time	to	Wake	Up	by Diane James

•	 One	Duck	Stuck	by Phyllis Root

•	 Dinosaur	Roar!	by Paul and Henrietta Strickland

•	 Quick	as	a	Cricket	by Audrey Wood

•	 Tiger	Cub	See-and-Do	by the Smithsonian Institution

•	 The	Wheels	on	the	Bus	by Child’s Play

•	 Time	for	Bed	by Mem Fox

•	 Good	Morning,	Chick	by Mirra Ginsburg

Preschool	&	Prekindergarten

•	 The	Carrot	Seed	by Ruth Krauss

•	 Don’t	Let	the	Pigeon	Drive	the	Bus!	by Mo Willems

•	 But	Excuse	Me	that	is	My	Book	by Lauren Child

•	 Miss	Spider’s	Tea	Party	by David Kirk

•	 Behold	the	Bold	Umbrellaphant	by Jack Prelutsky

•	 	Animals	Should	Definitely	Not	Wear	Clothing	by  
Judith Barrett

•	 Harold	and	the	Purple	Crayon	by Crockett Johnson

•	 A	House	for	Hermit	Crab	by Eric Carle

•	 Sheep	in	a	Jeep	by Nancy Shaw

•	 Stellaluna	by Janelle Cannon

K	to	2nd	Grade	(beginning	readers)

•	 Go,	Dog.	Go!	by P.D. Eastman

•	 Shoo,	Fly	Guy! by Tedd Arnold

•	 Alpha	Oops!	by Alethea Kontis

•	 Flotsam	by David Wiesner

•	 Amelia	Bedelia	Under	Construction	by Herman Parish

•	 Beans	Baker’s	Best	Shot	by Richard Torrey

•	 Frog	and	Toad	are	Friends	by Arnold Lobel

•	 A	Kiss	for	Little	Bear	by Elsa Minarik

•	 	Henry	and	Mudge:	The	First	Book	of	Their	Adventures		
by Cynthia Rylant

•	 A	to	Z	Mysteries	series	by Ron Roy

3rd	to	5th	Grade

•	 	The	Miraculous	Journey	of	Edward	Tulane	by Kate DiCamillo

•	 The	Winner’s	Walk by Nancy Ruth Patterson

•	 Toys	Go	Out	by Emily Jenkins

•	 Pippi	Longstocking	by Astrid Lindgren

•	 The	Mysterious	Matter	of	I.M.	Fine by Diane Stanley

•	 James	and	the	Giant	Peach	by Roald Dahl

•	 Charlotte’s	Web	by E.B. White

•	 Mrs.	Frisby	and	the	Rats	of	NIMH	by Robert C. O’Brien

•	 Mr.	Popper’s	Penguins	by Richard and Florence Atwater

•	 The	Borrowers	by Mary Norton

Recommended	Books	for	Reading	at	Home

For more information about KinderCare  
Learning Centers or to find a center near  
you, please visit	www.KinderCare.com or  
call 1-877-KinderCare.

Your child’s 
literacy development
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Two-year-olds
Most two-year-olds expand their vocabulary from about 200 to 
about 1000 words during this year of development. They begin 
to understand words, repeat words, and put words together to 
form sentences. Literacy and language skills emerge rapidly, so 
it is important for children this age to be exposed to spoken and 
written language on a daily basis.

•  Encourage your child to talk and express ideas by engaging 
him in conversations.

•  Model good communication skills by listening attentively and 
responding purposefully to your child. 

•  Expand your child’s vocabulary by demonstrating how to 
add new words to familiar ones to make phrases and short 
sentences.

•  Select books that contain movements and sounds your 
child can imitate or that introduce concepts such as colors, 
counting, and shapes.

•  Provide a variety of writing tools for your child to experiment 
with writing skills.

Preschoolers
A typical three-year-old is able to express herself easily using 
words. This increase in language and communication skills is also 
related to cognitive and social skill development, because with 
more vocabulary words, preschoolers can formulate their thoughts 
before speaking and talk with others more easily. Three-year-olds 
enjoy learning new words, and typically have over 1,200 words in 
their vocabulary by the end of their third year.

•  Talk together about why people read and what they do as 
they read so your child understands the purpose of reading. 

•  Use speech that is clear and simple for your child to model.
•  Show your child you understand her by repeating and  

expanding on what she says. 
•  Develop sight-word vocabulary by pointing out print in your 

environment, for example, on book covers, cereal boxes, and 
advertisements.

•  Sing simple songs and recite nursery rhymes to show rhythm 
and patterns of speech. 

•  Encourage your child to create stories with real or  
imaginary characters. 

Prekindergartners
Four-year-olds’ vocabularies are ever-increasing; children this age 
are usually able to experiment with language easily, which can add 
dramatic flair and personality to everyday experiences. New sounds, 
funny words, and easy conversation make this stage in a child’s 
language and communication development exciting. 

•  Invite your child to experiment with language through active 
play by participating in rhyming activities and dramatizing 
stories. 

•  Encourage your child to create and tell stories to help de-
velop new and interesting vocabulary and expressive skills.

•  Promote your child’s enthusiasm for reading by being aware 
of his attitude toward reading, and encouraging him to prac-
tice pre-reading skills at his own pace when he is ready. 

•  Provide a wide variety of literature for your child; take a trip 
to your local library and invite him to select some books of 
interest. 

•  Exercise your child’s imagination and listening skills by  
telling her stories without books or pictures.

School-agers
The language and communication skills of school-age children 
are continuing to advance rapidly. Younger school-age children 
can understand and talk in simple, short sentences. Older 
school-age children can understand and interpret abstract lan-
guage and write complex sentences. Overall, this age is marked 
by a tremendous increase in vocabulary. 

•  Develop your child’s alphabet awareness by inviting her to go 
on a “Letter Hunt.” Provide her with a newspaper, have her 
select an alphabet letter, and encourage her to locate that 
letter where it appears in print.

•  Increase your child’s awareness of books and pre-writing 
skills by creating a blank book for her and encouraging her 
to draw or write in the book each day.

•  Encourage your child’s love of reading by providing him with 
a variety of appropriate fiction and non-fiction books and 
magazines of interest. 

•  Expose your child to new vocabulary and different styles of 
writing by reading to your child often. 

•  Take exploratory walks or trips together. Talk about what you 
see. Ask questions. Highlight any new concepts or vocabulary.

Support	Your	Child’s	Literacy	Development	at	Home

Family members play a fundamental role in helping their 
children develop early-literacy skills. You are your child’s first 
teacher. Every time you interact with your child, he or she 
learns about communicating, listening, and working with others. 
Make the most of everyday moments by talking to your child 
about what is happening (narrate the experience) and asking 
open-ended questions.  

Families do things together and children learn best by doing 
things. Show your child that reading is a year-round activity by 
making reading fun and interesting. Let your child see you read. 
If your child views reading as a pleasant and relaxed activity, 
chances are he or she will be eager to read on his or her own. 

Infants
Infants are learning to use their voice to communicate by crying, 
cooing, and babbling as well as use nonverbal communication 
such as facial expressions, gestures, and body language. Infants 
learn language and communication skills from their environment 
and the ways people around them communicate. 

•  Model language and help your child understand what is 
happening by talking to her during all care giving routines, 
such as diapering.

•  Encourage your child to vocalize by imitating and repeating 
the sounds he makes. 

•  Motivate your child to communicate by making eye contact 
when talking to her.

•  Help your child learn and respond to his name by using his 
name often. 

• Help your child learn vocabulary by reading to her often. 
•  Sing songs. Music is a fun and interesting way for infants to 

learn language.

Toddlers
Toddlers are in an exciting stage of language development. They 
repeat and imitate what others say, understand more when 
spoken to, and begin to put words together into short phrases. 
Vocabulary development and comprehension are most impor-
tant at this stage. 

•  Help your child learn language in a meaningful context by 
talking to her about what she is doing.

•  Acknowledge your child’s use of language by repeating the 
words and phrases he says. 

•  Help your child learn how to build on language she knows 
by expanding her words into phrases and sentences.

•  Help your child learn the names of things by labeling  
objects in his environment.

•  Help develop your child’s vocabulary by reading a wide 
variety of books together.

Early	Literacy	Development

A child’s ability to read and write begins to develop long before entering Kindergarten. Infancy through age 
eight are the most important years in a child’s literacy development as they learn and develop the skills 
needed to be successful in school and later in life.

According to the joint position statement of the International Reading Association (IRA) and the  
National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), most children learn to read at 
around age six or seven, some children learn to read at age five, and a few at age four. In order for 
children to develop healthy dispositions toward reading and literacy, experiences in the early years must 
engage children actively in the process of learning. Early Literacy is what children know about reading 
and writing before they actually read and write. Research shows that children arriving at Kindergarten with 
the following early-literacy skills are more likely to be successful in learning to read and write: 

•	Vocabulary	Development: Knowing the names of things

•	Narrative	Skills: Being able to describe things, events, and tell stories

•	Letter	Knowledge: Understanding that each letter is unique and has a name and sound

•	 	Print	Awareness:  Experience with different forms of print; knowledge of how to handle books and how to follow words 
across a page

•	Print	Motivation: Interest in and enjoyment from books

•	Phonological	Awareness: Ability to hear and play with the small sounds that make up words


